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Rev. G. Branham 

OUR STORY 
 
Beginnings 
 
The Sunnyside Baptist Church began in the home of 
Rev. George M. Branham in 1922.  Some members 
of the First Baptist Church became interested in the 
work and with the aid of Rev. W. A. Ayres, 
Associational Missionary, established the Sunnyside 
Baptist Mission.  The First Baptist Church purchased 
the lots on Estelle and Morris and erected a frame 
building to house the Mission.  Rev. Branham was the 
first pastor, followed by Rev. Adrian Robert, Rev. Dick 
Steele and Rev. J. Wayne Pinson. 
 
During the following year several people united with 
the Mission.  On October 14, 1928 the Sunnyside 
Baptist Church was organized with 97 charter 
members.  Rev. W. E. Tanner, Associational 
Missionary helped in the work which led up the 
organization.  On Easter Sunday in 1929 there were 
231 persons in attendance and the year’s average 
attendance was 165. 

 
Leadership 
 
Nineteen pastors have answered the call as Senior 
Pastor at Sunnyside Baptist Church since 1922, 
fifteen since it was formally organized as a church in 
1928.  Their tenure ranges from less than a year 
(1933, Rev. E.C. Magruder, who passed away shortly 
after accepting the call) to twelve and a half years 
(1947-1960, Rev. Robert Moreland).  Rev. Branham, 
the church founder, was active at Sunnyside from 
1922 until his death in 1962.  Sunnyside has a history 
of Pastoral support.  No Pastor has been removed by 
vote of the congregation in more than a generation.  
Of the three most recent pastors, one passed away, 
one left for personal reasons, and the third retired.  

 
Through the years, eight 
men from the Sunnyside 
congregation have been 
licensed to preach. Many 
from the church have been 
active in the American 
Baptist denomination in 
the past, with at least three 
having served in a 
capacity at the national 
level.  Participation in 
recent years has been 
more modest, and there is 
an opportunity to introduce a whole new generation to 
the benefits of serving in a larger arena.   
 
There has been a part-time Minister of Music position 
since 1962.  Since that time there have been four 
Music Ministers, with the most recent two having 
served 22 years and 27 years, respectively.  There is 
a paid part-time secretarial/administrative position.   
 
Ministries and Significant Events 
 
Sunnyside has a long history of outreach and 
community involvement, but this service has waned in 
recent years.  From the church’s beginning through 
the 1980’s (and especially since the 50’s), the church 
history is filled with records of revivals and other 
evangelistic outreach.  Sunnyside has sponsored 
programs such as Lay Witness training, the New Life 
Crusade, Evangelism Explosion, and canvassed the 
neighborhood door-to-door to pass out free copies of 
the Jesus video (inviting neighbors to worship 
services).  Sunnyside makes available the church 
facility for hosting monthly meetings for a local 
chapter of Young Lives, an outreach to high school 
mothers.  The church leadership would like to 
proactively reach out to our community. 
 
Although the Good Neighbor Nutrition Program and 
the Heartland Share programs are no longer active, 
the church does sponsor a very inexpensive 
Wednesday evening dinner throughout the school 
year to provide nutritious meals at a reasonable price 
to area children and their families, neighbors, and 
church members to encourage attendance in 
Wednesday programs.  SunnyBunch Lunch ministers 
to senior citizens. 
 

The Branham home at 722 S. Green as it looks today. 
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The church supported the Oaklawn Mission in 1953.  
In the early 1980’s, Sunnyside sponsored a very 
successful Asian Ministry outreach to the local 
Cambodian population.  For many years, beginning in 
1967, a group of Sunnyside youth and sponsors 
travelled to host a vacation Bible school with a Native 
American ministry in Anadarko, Oklahoma.  Once a 
quarter, members of Sunnyside provide a Vespers 
service for residents of the American Baptists Prairie 
Homestead retirement community. 
 
The annual Vacation Bible School is a big event and 
is a significant outreach to the neighborhood children.  
Many church members participate in the evening-only 
VBS.  Often, our fellowship has used materials from 
Gospel Light or Group Publishing.  The materials are 
user-friendly, and provide ideas for snacks, crafts, 
skits, and music.  The average attendance is 
approximately 75, including a significant number of 
adult volunteers.  Offering amounts received from the 
children are generous each year and were nearly 
$600 in 2004, over $700 in 2011, and $743 in 2014. 
 
In recent years (2012–2014), average worship 
attendance is 71, and the net annual change in 
membership is plus-3.  The annual average number 
of baptisms during that period is 2.  The highest 
attendance ever recorded at Sunnyside was 458 on 
“Rally Day” in October 1958. 
 
Buildings, Property and Equipment 

 
Groundbreaking for the current sanctuary was 
observed the last week of December 1941.  A 
contractor was hired to oversee construction and 
licensing, but it was the members of the church who 
provided the labor to build the sanctuary.  To save 
money, second-hand bricks were used and members 
of the congregation spent many evenings chipping 
the concrete from the bricks to make them usable.  
On May 2, 1943 the building was dedicated to the 
Lord, providing a handsome place to worship and a 
spacious basement for Christian fellowship. 

The original white frame building was made available 
to the Wichita Association of Baptist Churches.  It was 
moved to a new location in the 1940’s and became 
the South Riverside Baptist Church.  This allowed for 
construction of a new educational wing being 
attached to the Sunnyside Sanctuary.  The lower floor 
(half-basement) was completed and dedicated to the 
Lord’s service in 1952.  In July of 1955, the upper 
floor was begun and dedicated on November 13th of 
that year.  Once again, the membership of the church 
provided the construction labor.  In 1977, construction 
of a new north entry way was completed. 

In 1968, Sunnyside Baptist Church celebrated its 40th 
anniversary with a mortgage burning ceremony.  The 
church debt had been completely paid.  The church 
provided a parsonage to the Senior Pastor from 1948 
through 1972; at that time it was decided to sell the 
parsonage and provide a housing allowance instead. 
 
The church acquired an additional lot to the north in 
1955 to provide parking space and another lot north 
in 1966, both lots were cleared and the parking lot 
was paved in 1972 (resurfaced in 1994) and outdoor 
lights were installed. 
 
In 1996, the church purchased a new Roland Digital 
Keyboard.  Most of the current sound system was 
installed in 2002.  Also added that year was a 
computer projection system.  The fellowship hall 
kitchen includes two refrigerators (donated new to the 
church in 2014) and two stove/ranges.  There has 
been a significant amount of remodeling the past 
several years, including remodeling the church 
offices, enlarging the nursery and the foyer, and 
remodeling all of the restroom facilities in the church.  
There are now modern ladies and men’s restrooms 
on both floors of the church, as well as dedicated 
facilities for the nursery. 

Sunnyside Baptist Church, circa 1952. 
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We are fortunate to have a few men who are 
knowledgeable and willing to maintain our facility in 
top notch condition.  One of them is especially 
interested in the outside appearance of the property 
and maintains the trees and shrubs in an appealing 
manner.  Another of our men is a retired engineer and 
maintains the physical plant.  He is capable of 
handling most of the electrical, plumbing, heating/air 
conditioning equipment maintenance and repairs. 
 

 
All charter members have gone to be with the Lord.  
Members who joined during the first 25 years of the 
life of our church who continue in our fellowship are:  

 1940 Dora Mae Branham-Bayer 
 1946 Bob Chiles  
 1949 Helen Edwards 
 1949 Mary Lou Drury-Conner 
 
 

PASTORS OF SUNNYSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
1922-1926  Rev. George M. Branham 
 Rev. Adrian Roberts 
 Rev. Dick Steeple 
1926-1933 Rev. J. Wayne Pinson 
1933 Rev. E.C. Magruder 
1934-1938 Rev. Paul D. Brinkley 
1938-1944 Rev. Cal T. Lawson 
1944-1947 Rev. R. W. Preboth 
 Rev. C. W. Staley 
1947-1960 Rev. R. L. Moreland 
1960-1960 Rev. Arthur Fuhr (Interim) 
 Mr. Kenneth Palmer (Interim) 
1960-1965 Rev. Marion O. Wheaton 
1965-1966 Rev. F. R. Parker  (Interim) 
1966-1972 Rev. Bob McGuire 
1972-1972 Rev. Harold Litsey (Interim) 
1972-1979 Rev. Melvin E. Roy 
1979-1979 Rev. Vernon White  (Interim) 
1979-1986 Rev. Dr. Robert A. Handley 
1986 -1986 Rev. Merle Horner (Interim) 
1986-1992 Rev. Dr. Theodore C. Jacobs 
1992-1993 Rev. Dr. Fred Young  (Interim) 
 Rev. Kenneth Ellsworth  (Interim) 
1993-1997 Rev. Rick Church 
1997-2000 Rev. Bob McGuire 
2001-2004 Pastor Norman Tillotson 
2005 Rev. Dr. James McIntosh (Interim) 
2005-2015 Rev. Dr. Richard Nelson 
2015-present Rev. Dr. James McIntosh (Interim) 
 
CHURCH MEMBERS LICENSED TO PREACH 

Edwin Moreland - June 24, 1956 
Ernest Gruen - September 29, 1957 
Dan Bailey - December 29, 1957 
Kelso Sturgeon, Jr. - January 18, 1959 
Kenneth P. Palmer - September 9, 1962 
G. Edmond Thomas - September 1, 1963 
Bob Henderson - 1971 
Timothy O’Byrne - July 15, 1973 
  

 
 

Dora Branham-Bayer in a circa 1928 photo of SBC 
women’s ministry. 
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